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A subftle use of pink complements the natural fones of wood and
stone to creafe a calm and stylish afmosphere in this family home

Wizrdd: Ben Webb I'hotogrooy Damen Chung

achel and Nick were searching for a house with the potential to

be transformed into a family home when they found the perfect

property, just a “stone’s throw” from where they lived in East Anglia.

Today, the detached house with several outbuildings has been turned
intoy one spacious and charactertul home, designed for multi-generational living,
“As P've always been interested in interiors, L relished the thoughtof planning
something and putting our stamp on it,” explains Rachel.

Although eager to press ahead with the project, the couple, who both
work in healthcare, decided to live in the house to get a feel for its unique
personality before finalising their plans. Nick and Rachel had to ensure their
ideas conformed w those of the local planning office - which had a surprising
result, “T feel we got the best outcome,” Rachel says, “Something that works
for a growing family but also respects the integrity of the building and the
surrounding vernacular.”

“The entire build ok three years. *Our wonderful builders were always happy
to trv and accommodate my ideas, although [ got short shrift when L approached
with Pinterest open!” jukes Rachel.

‘The couple fell in love with a Davonport kitchen after visiting Ray Munn
Kitchens and hired design director Bob Malston to design it *Bob has a
fine-art background and so he brought both functionality to the Kitchen but a
consideration of proportion and attention to detail,” adds Rachel.

Today, the house has been sympachetically modernised with the old and the
new parts ol the house fitting together naturally: Tt has also been cleverly adapted
to malke the most of open plan living, “We use all the spaces beside the kitchen
and my children don't lock themselves away in their bedrooms any more, so 1
can irritae them much more effectively,” laughs Rachel. “Tlove the way the house

works forus as a family”

What was the key aim with the kitchen and living areas?

W wanted to create a central space that our family of five would want to spend
time in and also o make the most of the setting, [ wanted a contemporary
Kitchen that was sympathetic to the old part of the house, which is why we opted
o a Shaker sivle.

How does the design match your lifestyle?

We like entertaining and 1 have avery large extended family, who love getting
together, so we wanted to be able t accommodate them, Two ovens male sure
entertaining is casy. We have a full house at Christmas and knowing I don't have

toworry aboutoven space is great. We also have two dishwashers = a real Tuxury! An old house and
assorted outbuildings
How did the age of the house shape your decisions? “““"e_i:;'"f‘r;‘d':z;“e
Twanted to avoid wall cupboards, o malke the most of the vaul ted Ut"]]]ﬂg.‘s, S0 W e e
have under-counter fridge drawers and storage under the window seat. Our main operolan kitchen,

tridge-freczer is in the pantry, > clining and living areas




The FACTS
Who? Rachel, Nick, and their
three children: S an,

18, Theo, 12, and Imogen, 8
Whai? Conversion of
autbulldings and a new link
to the existing house

Time? Three years for the
entire project
Cost? £50,000 for the kitchen

~ Tre pale pirk Shaker
~slyle kitchen works
in harmony with the
der parfs of the house,
hich date back to the
16th Century,




Where did the idea for the picture window come from? [i was
always an important idea and dictated the layout of the kitchen. We wanted
views from every room. Even when the weather is bleals, a coffee in here is lovely,
‘lall cabinets on either side face away from the window rather than into room,
which helps frame the view,

What shaped the colour palette and use of materials? For the
Kitchen eolour I wanted something warm and inviting that didn't jar with che
outside, and Fsetled on pink. Tdidn'twant anything saccharine, so this shade,
with peach undercones, ficted the bill. L went for brass hetings and fixtures,
because | like its warmth and itgoes well with the pink, Having said that, ['ve
mixed things up and used chrome and bronze in the kicchen area, too,

How did you choose the materials? I love natural materials and feel
wood works well in all kinds of settings, Twanted the floor to he hardworking
and robust, so we opted for porcelain tiles. In the break st area we used

terracotta tiles, which sitwell with the pink and suit the old pare of the house,

How did you balance the use of open shelves and cabinetry?
We have enough storage space not to need wall cabinets, so we are able o have
open shelves, T love the airiness and versatility that they hring, and reallv like
the insetshel £, which allows me w chanae the look of the Kiwchen easily. And

I'm never happier than when faffing with a shelf! [aving a wallein pantry was
adream, but it has enabled me w be a bit more organised, and the utilivy room
keeps all the mess of family life contained.

Which area worlks the best? Asa family, we spend alotof dme in the
cotfee area. The kids collapse there after school = while 'm cooking = and tell me
about their day. We have bites here at the weelkend before dinner, which is my
tavourite part of the week. Te's Tovely to enjoy the whole space. »
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WORDS OF WISDOM

Bek Malston.

DESIGN DIRECTOR,

RAY MUNN KITCHENS

@ Vigit the site early In the construction fo mark
out the plan on the flecr, This helps fo get a
feel for the spaice, with the furniture and island.
o | offen use push-to-open drawers and
cupboards as this helps o avoid any
encumbrance from knobs or handles,

® The large picture window was flanked
by a countertop cupboard on the leff and
a tall larder on the tight to create a
balanced elevation.
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1 Kitchen Davonport
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opposite page

This Shaler kitchen

was hased on writer
Charlotte Luxfiord’s
own dusign, and
made bespoke by
Canterwood Joinery
with Carrar marble
worktops sourced
from Fitrucins.

The kitchen is

painted in acalming
blue-preen shad,
Muscum egushell
paint, £89 for 2.5
litres, Mylands
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PERHAPS

UNSURPRISINGLY,

THE BIG HITTERS OF THE
KITCHEN INDUSTRY

REVEALED ALMOST
UNANIMOUSLY THAT THEIR
BEST-SELLING COLOURS WERE
IN FACT GREENS, BLUES

GREYS AND NEUTRALLS}

above [Hore, while
the stone does the

talking, the neutral
cabinets provide o
soothing backdrop,
Black accents add
A COTLLCmpOTITY
touch. Richmond
kitchen painted

in Farrow & Ralls
SKkimming Stone
with Arabescato
workeop. Deavvpeort
kitchens start from
L40,000.
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