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fer living in a four-storey town house wich a small garden
for more than twenty vears, Adam Walker and his wife
Crail decided itwas dme fora move, “We wanted
ahome with more lateral space, with less time
spent running up and down stairs, and a
larger garden,” savs Adam, a chartered
survevor, They were Tucly enough to find
an attractive two-loor detached property a
lew miles [rom their previous home, close
to the sea, and with a spacious garden.
FHowever, while the location and size
were perfect, the house was in dire need of
arethinls, “Tt was built about 40 years ago
and it hadn't been changed sinee,” explains
Adam. “The oak kitchen was dated, and the
room was in the wrong place, wcked o the side
and along way from the dining room, which made
the Lavout very impractical.”

A the couple began to mull their ideas for renovating the
interior, th ey b i awin rt'rht}lid;\}' inh [n]tm'a with friend
Michael Rogers, managing director of Design Interiors. “*One
wet weclwend, we sat down together and Mike started slketching
ont layout ideas for the ground foor, mtraducing options we
just hadn't dhought of," recalls Adam. “Mike showed us how we
could reconfigure the lavout to create an open-plan cooking-
dining-living space, with better sense of How and improved
access Lo the garden.” By removing internal walls, swapping the
living area with the Kitchen and extending across wasted space
at the side of the house, they could ereate a much more usable
layout, geared to their lifestyle and love of entertaining and
socialising with fricnds and family.

Three sets of steel-lrame double doors across the width of
the house now allow plency of natural lisht into the room,

opening pages
Diesigned by Diesion
Interiors, the bespoke
Deparpend Tillingham
cabinetry is painted in
Tigrrvee & Balls Wevet
and Hague Blue

for classic contrast,
with Aesac Marein
Raotunda handles in
Satin Brass finish,
Dylan, the Welsh
Terrier, enjoys his
cosy nalk bed, custom-
made by Daconpori.
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while the open-plan design accentuates the spacious fecl. 1
could see that it made sense t use the fong wall of the Kitchen
zome fora run of ll cabinets Lo house the ovens, fridog, freezer
and pantry cupboard, plus breakfast dresser, with a sink arca

with dishwasher, creating a very practical layout,” Michael savs.

To Form the hub of the room and the main preparation area,
Michael then wirned his acention w the island. *The I-shape
design makes the best use of the space, bridaing the dining and
living areas, with generous curves, 1o make a real [ocal pointin
the room,” he continues, "While one side sweeps around the
corner of the space, the other makes a neat area for a banquette
seat and breaklast table, so that Gail and Adam can look out
over the garden while cating.” By opting for bespole furniture
by Davonport, it was possible w achicve the unusual concave
curves of theisland, w include as much storage as pi wsible,
“There’s another smart decail,” adds Michael, “ The builder
curved thewall as it turns the corner from the dining o the
living area, matching the skirting as well.”

The choice of soft white paint for the tall cabinets was
t‘:ﬂ'{‘ﬁl“}'L‘\‘JI‘IHid{‘rL‘d, reducing any sense of bulk and creating
acalm backdrop in the room. *We chose the bold blue for the
island 1o bring in contrast and add interest - we didm’L want the
room t look bland - while Gail added the mustard touches
to boost the sense of warmth,” says Adam. *The gold finish to
the handles and tap also lift the look, adding a lictle luxary”
Quartz surtace worleops with a subtle marble effect are durable
and stain resistant, making them a good choice for a busy
Kitchen, while a splashback of the same quarez, finished with a
fluted detail, introduces texture to the room,

“Weinvested in the best quality kitchen we could afford, ina
classic style chosen o stand the west ol dme,” says Adam. “The
room is a jov - its where we love to spend time and enjoy the

views of the garden. We're so pleased with how its turmed out.”
—

“WE CHOSE THE BOLD BLUE
FOR THE ISLAND TO BRING IN
CONTRAST AND ADD INTEREST”
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Adam and Gaill Walker chat to Amelia Thorpe
about their kitchen's clever layout, thoughtful
detfails and that eye-catching island

“horography Damen Chung




“THE T-SHAPE
MAKES THE BEST

DINING AND
LIVING AREAS.,
WITH CURVES”

HOMES



THE FACTS

Who Adam and
Giail Walker

What Ground Floor
reconfiguration,
extension and

new kicchen
Where | love,

Last Sussex

By Kitchen desion
by Design fnteriors,;
cahinetry by Davonport

above Cacsarstone’s
Staruario Maximus

3031 quartz-su
splashback has a

fluted finish that adds
CONCEMPOTAry exire,

left e 'wcn'].in\'_-,'
sicle of the island
includes a Siemens
L2TWA TGO wine
couler, next o storage
drawers, designed w
store utensils, pots and
pans close t the Brn

X Pure hil,

opposite page
clockwise Despite
its large 3.5m width,

theisland worktop
appears almost seam
free, sinee the joint is
almost hidden by the
induction hob,

The bold blue shade of
theisland adds interest
:l[‘ll |“.'l|('|““'\ [!ll' l'l)ll)ll r

uf the dining chairs,

Bi-told doors open to
the nal-lined hreakfase
dresser, with soclkers for

small ;|l1||]i;un;g~_-., ]



above Thelitchen
leads on to the open-

plan dining area, with

the Saarinen Tulip

table from Little Tilip
and Hamilton dining
chairs trom Nevi,

below a Mavy Blue

Ireya pendant light,

also from Nert,

left and right
Metal-framed doors
by Shaiey of Brighton
upen directly to the
marden, with outdoor
searing and enffee

table by Maze Livimg.

bottom right

Ihe island worliop

is finished witha

lamb’s tongue edge

profile — another

softly eurved detail.




e Ty

SUN0L d5M10OH

ERWIT_

TVHLS

O

L SVAAT | SLOAIONd TV

1
o

.

[

HOMES



